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Exceptions often signal
undesired behavior



Tests are created to find bugs



Verifying that code completes

normally is important, but

making sure the code behaves

as expected in exceptional

situations is vital too.



How do you assert that
a certain exception is
thrown in JUnit 4 tests?
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try/catch

@Test(expected) assertThrows

@Rule generic



An Exceptional Test is a test 
that exercises exceptional 
behavior



Do developers write
exceptional tests?

What kinds of exceptions 
do they test?



reveal information on 
thrown exceptions

improve documentation
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Tests
targeting 
unchecked
exceptions 
may reveal
helpful 
information 



Exceptional
tests may
improve
documentation 
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